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Outline 
• HathiTrust and CRMS overview 
• Introduction to copyright law in the United 

Kingdom, Canada, and Australia 
• Toolkit of freely available authoritative online 

sources to locate author and contributors’ death 
dates 

• Toolkit of subscription databases 
• Clerical names and abbreviations 
• Case studies 
• Resources 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d like to start by showing you what I’ll be covering this afternoon.  Due to time constraints, I may have to skip some slides.  However, this presentation will be posted on the conference website.



CRMS Overview 
• Materials in HathiTrust 
• Financed by three IMLS Grants 
• Three parts 
oCRMS-US 
oCRMS-World 
oCRMS Toolkit 

• CRMS-World 
o19 Partner institutions in the US & 

Canada 
oProcess 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“HathiTrust is a partnership of [96] academic & research institutions.”  The catalog consists of more than 13 million titles digitized from libraries around the world.HathiTrust is “working to ensure that the cultural record is preserved and accessible long into the future.”Currently about 38% of its holdings are in the public domain.  Those in partner institutions can download entire works; others can view page-by-page.Works protected by copyright are searchable with results only showing the page numbers on which the search term appears.HathiTrust has been the recipient of three IMLS, aka The Institute for Library and Museum Services, National Leadership grants.  These grants “support projects that advance the ability of museums, archives, and libraries to preserve culture, heritage, and knowledge.”“In 2008, the University of Michigan Library was awarded a National Leadership Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to create a Copyright Review Management System (CRMS).”“The purpose of the project is to increase the reliability of copyright status determinations of books published in the United States from 1923 to 1963 in the HathiTrust Digital Library, and to help create a point of collaboration with other institutions.”IMLS awarded a second grant to continue the US project and review 180,000 books published in the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia between the 1870s-1940s for the UK and 1870s-1960s for Canada and Australia. The system makes a determination based on the primary author in the catalog record.  However, many books have multiple authors and other contributors such as illustrators, editors, and those who write prefatory material and/or chapters.  The death dates for each credited contributor must be known to make a determination.Each volume is reviewed by two different people who each render a judgement.  If those judgements conflict, an expert reviewer adjudicates and makes a final determination.  Those determinations are exported nightly.  “HathiTrust accepts the determination and updates the Rights Database.”  That is those materials deemed to be in the public domain are opened to viewers.While I started as a reviewer, I’ve been an expert reviewer since February 2013 and adjudicate an average of 50-60 conflicts each day.As of July 23, close to 149,000 items had been reviewed.  Of those determinations exported to HathiTrust, 79% were found to be in the public domain, 10% were found to be in copyright, and a determination could not be made for the remaining 11% -- primarily because a death date could not be located for one or more contributors or at least one of the contributors were still protected by copyright while the others were in the public domain.



Copyright in the UK, 
Canada, and Australia 

• Based on author/contributor death dates 
o UK – death date + 70 years 
o Canada/Australia +50 years 

• Corporate works with no personal authors 
are based on publication dates 
o UK – publication date + 70 years 
o Canada/Australia – publication date + 50 years 

• Some works will be in the public domain in 
the US but not in the country of origin and 
vice-versa. 

• GATT Restoration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Until 1978 copyright in the United States was based on publication date; in the UK, Canada, and Australia it’s always been based on the death date of the author and all other contributors to a work.GATT Restoration is a “provision of the Global Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) ” signed into law by President Bill Clinton in 1994. “One of these laws allowed foreign copyright holders to have their rights "restored" if their works rose into the public domain in the United States due to a failure to comply with formalities. Restored copyrights were given the same duration they would have had if they had not failed to comply with US formalities.”“In order to be subject to GATT restoration, a work must have been:First published in a country outside the United States;Not published contemporaneously (within 30 days) in the United States and a foreign country;Subject to copyright in the foreign country of initial publication, as of January 1, 1996 (in most cases); andIn the public domain In the United States due to a failure to comply with formalities.”“UK works are usually eligible for GATT if:the publication date is equal to or greater than 1923, ANDthe author death date is equal to or greater than 1926.”For Canada and Australia, the author death date is equal to or greater than 1946.



Crown Copyright 
• Special form of protection provided for 

works created by or for the Crown 
(United Kingdom) 

• Publication date +50 years in the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and Australia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Crown copyright covers material created by civil servants, ministers and government departments and agencies. This includes legislation, government codes of practice, Ordnance Survey mapping, government reports, official press releases, government forms and many public records.”For materials published before August 1, 1989, the protection is 50 years after the publication date.“Primary authors and editors of crown copyright work don’t change the duration calculation for the work. Almost all authorship in a crown copyright work is overridden by the crown copyright.”Inserts, if not in the public domain or created by someone who wasn’t a crown agent, may affect the copyright status.  These inserts are typically illustrations.As of 1988, there is also a parliamentary copyright status.  Prior to 1988, all materials now covered by this status, were covered by crown copyright.



Crown Copyright - UK 
• Unpublished works covered for 125 

years or until December 31, 2039 
• http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/in

formation-management/re-using-
public-sector-information/copyright-
and-re-use/uk-crown-bodies/ -- list of 
crown bodies and other bodies 
lacking crown status 
 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/uk-crown-bodies/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/uk-crown-bodies/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/uk-crown-bodies/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/uk-crown-bodies/


Crown Copyright – 
Canada & Australia 

• Canada - all national and 
provincial government documents 

• Australia – all national, state, and 
territorial government documents 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Canada – crown copyright covers federal, territorial, and provincial government documents but not municipal government documents. - http://www.lib.sfu.ca/faqs/crown-copyright Australia - The term "Crown" refers to the Commonwealth of Australia, each of the States and Territories (including Norfolk Island and other external Territories). It does not include local government -- http://www.ausgoal.gov.au/copyright  



Free Resources 
via CRMS-World 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to maximize the available space on each slide, the URL’s for these resources are on several slides at the end of the presentation.Before proceeding, I want to talk briefly about other contributors to a work.  These usually include editors, illustrators, and those who write prefaces, forewords, and introductions as well as those who have contributed an essay or chapter to a work.  I’ve noticed that catalogers will often include editors in a bibliographic record but may ignore illustrators.  Sometimes these individuals are clearly identified either on the title page or in the table of contents or list of illustrations in the front matter.  In other instances, it is more challenging to find them, which of course, you can’t do lacking access to the document.You should be aware then that while you may have great success in locating the death date of those listed on the title page, there may be other contributors in the volume that aren’t visible to you which may impact a library’s ability to send you a copy of the volume.



VIAF 
(Virtual International Authority File) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first resource I want to discuss is VIAF, the Virtual International Authority File, hosted by OCLC“combines multiple name authority files into a single…service”“All authority data for a given entity is linked together into a "super" authority record”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The contributors are 34 agencies in 29 countries 24 of which are national libraries such as the Library of Congress, German National Library (or Deutsche Bibliotek), and the National Library of France (or Biblioteque nationale)Library of Congress Authorities can also be searched via the CRMS-World interface.  I’m not including it in this presentation as it’s part of viaf.



VIAF 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are multiple ways to search.  The CRMS-World default search is Preferred Headings.  Use exact heading to get a more precise search



VIAF 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The autofill is very handy



VIAF 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only the first 100 results display



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There’s a wealth of additional information in many viaf records.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes the national library record will contain additional information that will help to make a determination.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
If there are two or more authors with the same name, the Works section can help you determine the correct person.  I compare the subject matter of the volume at hand with the author’s other titles.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the book has one or more co-authors or an editor, it can be worthwhile to check the “Selected Co-authors” section, especially is the other person has a common name.�



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another section I often check is “About” which has links to Wikipedia articles and WorldCat IdentitiesThis section also lists nationality and language



HathiTrust Catalog 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It can be worthwhile to check other library catalogs.  For example, CRMS-World also links to Mirlyn, the University of Michigan’s catalog.



Wikipedia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You might be surprised that Wikipedia is included on this list.  However, staff at the Library of Congress prepared a guide for CRMS-World, and Wikipedia was included.  If the resource is good enough for the Library of Congress, it was seen as sufficiently reliable to use as a death date resource for the grant.A piece of advice.  Sometimes an author, editor, or illustrator won’t have their own article.  However, there might be information about them contained in a family member or spouse’s article, including their death date.There are times when a person will only be identified by either their clerical office or aristocratic title.  Determining the person who held the title in a given year is one of Wikipedia’s strengths.Most of these types of articles will include a list of office or title holders.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of the time there will be a link to an article about the person, including their death date.



New General Catalog of Old Books 
and Authors (NGCOBA) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The aim of this site is to catalog all deceased authors, all authors of books published before 1964, and at least some more recent authors, including their full name(s), date of death, date of birth, pseudonyms, sex & nationality (for those who died from 1920 onwards), and their books published before 1964.”Not complete – as of this month, it contains approximately 168,00 out of 500,000 deceased authors that meet the criteria.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the strengths of this site is its inclusion of pseudonyms.



COPAC 

http://copac ac uk/about/libraries/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Current members include RLUK (Research Libraries UK) comprised of national libraries such as the British Library and UK academic libraries; specialist research libraries, museum libraries, specialist databases, and “Nationally important research collections held in academic libraries” with new catalogs currently being added



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Libraries page links to information about each library including interlibrary loan.  While the information is geared towards the patron, sometimes there is a link to the library’s ILL page.



COPAC 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In COPAC often the results set lacks author dates; it’s necessary to open the records to view this information.So you can see the result set on the left lacks Tolkien’s death date whereas the bibliographic record on the right includes this information.



AMICUS – Canadian 
National Catalogue 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amicus or the Canadian National Catalogue searches the holdings of 1,300 Canadian libraries.Best for locating information about Canadian authors.The default search is “National Library Collections;” make sure to change to “Entire AMICUS” database before submitting your search to maximize your results.





Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography Online 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Best for coverage between 1,000 and 1930; only select biographies from the print are available online from 1931-2000.



National Library of Australia’s 
Online Catalogue 





Australian Dictionary of Biography 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“produced by the National Centre of Biography at the Australian National University”Contains more than 12,000 entriesCoverage is “from the first European exploration of Australia through to those who died in 1990. Entries are currently being selected for people who died in 1991-2000.”When searching, make sure to change the search option to “person” from the default of “text”



Obituaries Australia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Obituaries Australia is a digital repository of obituaries published in newspapers, journals, magazines and bulletins.”



AustLit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While Australian Literature Resource, or AustLit, is a subscription database, one can search for free.  And often the results will include birth and death dates.



WikiSource 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WikiSource sometimes includes copies of obituaries from The Times of London and entries from the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, both of which are subscription databases that I will be discussing in a few minutes.This is worth checking as there have been times when I’ve found an author’s dates in Wikisource when there’s been no entry in Wikipedia.







Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide isn’t displaying all available dates; I edited for readability.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trove is a site created and maintained by the National Library of Australia.   It “brings together content from libraries, museums, archives and other research organisations.”One aspect is “a growing repository of fulltext digital resources” including full-text digitized newspapers. More than 900 newspapers have been digitized from 1803-2007; all contents are searchable.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grace’s Guide is a site “dedicated to publishing the history of industry in the UK and elsewhere.”  The site contains more than 20,000 biographies and almost 10,000 obituaries.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Royal College of Surgeons contains biographies of the college’s fellows.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Union List of Artist Names is produced by the Getty Research Institute and is One of the sources used by VIAF“The ULAN is a structured vocabulary containing names and other information about artists, patrons, firms, museums, and others related to the production and collection of art and architecture. Names in ULAN may include given names, pseudonyms, variant spellings, names in multiple languages, and names that have changed over time (e.g., married names). Among these names, one is flagged as the preferred name.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Dictionary of Art Historians is “A Biographical Dictionary of Historic Scholars, Museum Professionals and Academic Historians of Art”“This dictionary is a compilation of art historians mentioned in major art historiographies.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Gallery of Scotland provides biographical information on the artists in their collections.  When available, this also includes the artists’ death dates.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Invaluable is an online auction marketplace of fine and decorative arts, antiques, collectibles, and estate sales.Their artist database includes biographies and genres.This is a subscription database, but the artists’ dates are usually listed before the paywall.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
300,000+ artistsSubscription database, but some information, including dates, is freely available



My days and 
dreams; being 
autobiographical 
notes, by Edward 
Carpenter ..., p. 
161 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Often museums include artists’ dates with their artworks. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a database of Victorian fiction, covering the years of her reign.Contains 2790 author entries, most of which contain death dates.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
5,000+ biographies.First available in print, published online only since 2007.Site is hosted by the National Library of Wales.



Other Free Content 
• Obituaries from journals and trade associations 
• Association, company, museum, and university 

websites 
• Information from major auction houses such as 

Christie’s and Sotheby’s 
• Published biographical dictionaries 
• Other published texts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much of this information can be accessed via a Google or Google Books search.  In fact, this is precisely how I located many of the free resources I discussed earlier.Google Books often displays selected content from materials still in copyright, and sometimes that content contains authors and artsists’ death dates.It is my assumption that dates found in published books found in Google Books are reliable as the works have gone through an editorial process.



Subscription 
Databases 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
World Biographical Information System or WBIS “gives name, occupation, birth, and death dates for millions of individuals who are treated in thousands of reference works, and provides digital facsimiles of biographical articles from printed reference works published from the 16th to the 21st century.”   Coverage is antiquity to the present.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can see here that entries about Beazley are included from resources to which your library may lack print access.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography contains close to 60,000 “authoritative biographies of people who shaped the history of Great Britain, from the 4th century BC to those who have died in the previous few years.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Times of London includes both death notices and obituaries.The death notices contain little information so unless the name is distinctive, it may not be possible to positively ID a person from this minimal information.







Clerical Abbreviations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next I’d like to briefly discuss clerical abbreviations.  As you will see, they can be obtuse.  All of my examples are taken from this work



Clerical Abbreviations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a perfect world, all people would be identified as clearly as the Bishop of Albany.  Unfortunately, you are more likely to see bishops and archbishops identified in one of the following ways.



Sarum is an 
abbreviation for 
Salisbury (Wikipedia) 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Often British clerics will sign their names with their first name and either the full name of their office or an abbreviation.  In this example, the Bishop of Salisbury signed his name John Sarum whereas his full name is John Wordsworth.  



• Cantuar = 
Canterbury 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, the office holder used only the first initial of his given name and his abbreviated office.“Cantuar (from the Latin for "Canterbury") is a title that the Archbishop of Canterbury is legally permitted, in England, to use to sign his name as a substitute for the surname.” (Wikipedia)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, the author is identified by the initials of his given and middle names with the full spelling of the site of his clerical office.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here the author is identified by his given name as well as the full spelling of the site of his clerical office.As you’ve seen by searching the clerical office in Wikipedia, one can easily obtain the name of the office holder in a given year.



Case Study 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d thought I’d finish with a few case studies from my work in CRMS-World.It is important to pay attention to the other information on the title page.  In this case, we are told that the Graham also a wrote The social life of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century.However, one would think this name would be sufficiently distinct that he would be easy to identify.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unfortunately, the situation wasn’t that straightforward.  Here is a situation where there are two people with the same name.  Given the publication date and both Grahams’ birth and death dates, either could be the author.  To complicate matters, the title from the title page, Scottish men of letters in the Eighteenth Century, is listed under the person who died in 1959.However, the title the title page stated the author also wrote, The social life of Scotland in the eighteenth century,  is listed under the entry for the person who died in 1906.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I resolved this by examining their entries in WBIS.  The record for the person who died in 1906 links to an entry from Who Was Who 1897-1916 which lists both titles.  Also note that his occupation is historian, which is in line with both books titles, whereas viaf stated the person who died in 1959 was a roman catholic priest.  An entry linked from his WBIS record states he was first a Church of Scotland minister before he converted to Catholicism and later became a roman catholic priest.  It’s been my experience that those who hold clerical office tend to include their titles with their names.  The title page of this book lacked a clerical title such as Father Henry Grey Graham.



Case Study 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this second example, note that William Hamilton is a common name.Locating the correct person can be a challenge with common names.  Sometimes, however, you can use the information from co-authors in viaf  Note here that the other author mentioned on the title page is Dugald Stewart.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see that by looking at the selected co-authors section of Dugald Stewart’s viaf record, a William Hamilton is listed.  Even better, the entry includes Hamilton’s dates.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then by opening that William Hamilton’s entry, we can see another connection with Dugald Stewart in the works section.We can be fairly confident that we have located the correct William Hamilton.



Case Study 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arthur Wright is a common name; however, the title page provides additional information about the author:  At the time of publication he was vice-president of Queen’s College at Cambridge University.Sometimes the best option is a web searchThe following terms were searched in Google:  "arthur wright" "queens college“



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes you are lucky.  Here the first site listed is a Cambridge University site listing the fellows of Queen’s College in the 19th century.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to providing Arthur Wright’s birth and death dates, there are other clues that proves we have found the correct person.  First, he is listed as being vice-president.Second, he was a classical lecturer.  The title of the book starts with A synopsis of the gospels in Greek…



Case Study 4 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It can be very difficult to identify a person without their full name.In this case, other information found on the title page about the author can help to locate the correct person.Here we are told that Reverend Lefroy was affiliated with Trinity College and the Cambridge Mission.I again turned to Google.  My search included the author’s surname, trinity college, and cambridge mission.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And success….  The first site is a page from Wikipedia.  The brief extract shows trinity college and cambridge mission in addition with supplying us with his given name, George.A site further down the results list also looks potentially promising.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I first opened the Wikipedia page which shows that Lefroy’s middle name is Alfred in the body of the text.  So, we can be fairly confident that G. A. Lefroy was in fact George Alfred Lefroy.



Case Study 5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This final case study is another example with an author with a fairly common name.In this case the title page tells us that Alfred Jones was the vicar of Carrington at the time of publication.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a promising entry in NGCOBA; however, there is insufficient information for a positive ID.  Note that this entry shows an 1896 death date.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, I checked WBIS.  Note the number of Alfred Jones listed.  It is very helpful that the results list includes occupations.  Two people are listed as clergymen.  As the second entry included the death date from NGCOBA and also shows a second occupation as writer, I decided to examine that first.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clicking onView Digitized Articles from Archives at the top of screen, led me this entry from A supplement to Allibone’s critical dictionary that shows that the person who died in 1896 was the Vicar of Carrington per the title page.  We have a positive ID.



Resources 
• VIAF - http://viaf.org/  
• HathiTrust - https://www.hathitrust.org/ 
• Wikipedia - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  
• NGCOBA - 

http://www.kingkong.demon.co.uk/ngcoba/ngcoba.htm  
• COPAC - http://copac.jisc.ac.uk/ 
• AMICUS - 

http://amicus.collectionscanada.ca/aaweb/aalogine.htm 
• Dictionary of Canadian Biography - 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/index.php 
• National Library of Australia - 

http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In conclusion, I would like to give you some advice.  When you locate an author’s death date and determine that the item is in the public domain, make sure that you document everything and send your evidence in an email to the holding institution.   For those freely available resources, include URL’s.  If you found the information in proprietary databases, either include screen shots or copy and paste the relevant text.  Make it as easy as possible for staff at the holding library to help you.Finally, you may have noticed that I didn’t include genealogical resources.  If either you or your institution has a subscription to Ancestry.com, that source often includes reliable resources.  I don’t have a subscription so am not qualified to go into more detail.  I would, however, warn you away from individual genealogy pages which often lack sources for their information.
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Resources 
• Australian Dictionary of Biography - 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/  
• Obituaries Australia - http://oa.anu.edu.au/ 
• AustLit - http://www.austlit.edu.au/ 
• WikiSource - 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Main_Page  
• Trove - http://trove.nla.gov.au/?q&adv=y  
• Grace’s Guide (British Industrial History) - 

http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Main_Page  
• Royal College of Surgeons - 

http://livesonline.rcseng.ac.uk/search.htm 
• Union List of Artist Names (Getty) - 

http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/ulan/  
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Resources 
• Dictionary of Art Historians - 

https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/a.html  
• National Galleries Scotland - 

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/collection/artists-a-z/a 
• National Portrait Gallery - 

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/artA-Z.php 
• invaluable - 

http://www.invaluable.com/features/selectArtist.cfm?afRedir=true  

• askART - http://www.askart.com/artist/artist/a1.aspx 
• At the Circulating Library - 

http://www.victorianresearch.org/atcl/index.php  
• Dictionary of Welsh Biography - 

http://wbo.llgc.org.uk/en/index.html  
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Questions??? 
 
Thank you! 
jblock@princeton.edu  

mailto:jblock@princeton.edu
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