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What is a Web Service?

• Exposes data at the 

machine-to-machine level

• Lets you mix and match from all 

sorts of sources and build your 

own apps (mashups)

• Engages the library software 

development community

• Wikipedia: mashup is a web application that 

combines data from more than one source 

into a single integrated tool

Image courtesy of Pipe via Flickr.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_application


Why should we be interested?

Expose library collections in new ways

• via mashups and web apps

Strong Social Aspect – Community Building 

• Allows Developers to create innovate applications

• User networks: students, researchers

and the larger world

• Contributors

• Consumers

Part of connecting the 

community to the library



WorldCat Basic API

• Search WorldCat with OpenSearch 

and get RSS or Atom responses 

• Find books, video, music and 

more in the WorldCat database 

• Get Titles, Authors, ISBNs and OCLC numbers 

• Get records in standard bibliographic citation formats 

(APA, Chicago, Harvard, MLA, and Turabian) 

• Get links back to WorldCat.org for more information 

including geographically-sorted Library information 



WorldCat Search API

If you send this … You can get …

Search terms Matching records

ISBN, ISSN, OCLC number, 

or standard number

A bibliographic record

or a formatted citation

Postal code,

or Lat/Long,
or OCLC Symbol,

or Country,
or State/Province,

and library type

Nearby libraries with OPAC 

links



WorldCat Registry

If you send this … You can get …

Location Library details such as

• Address
• Contact information

• OpenURL servers
• Library Catalog URL

Institution Identifier



OpenURL Gateway

If you send this … You can get …

Link to the OpenURL

resolver

Streamlined access to 

full-text articles



xID Identifier Services

If you send this … You can get …

ISBN

LCCN
OCLC Number

Related editions for 

books/monographs

ISSN Superseded titles for 

journals/serials



WorldCat Identities

If you send this … You can get …

LCCN

OpenURL

Identity record with 

name, birth and death 
dates, works by the 

identity, works about the 
identity , etc

Name Search List of possible matching 

Identities



Question Point KB Web Service

If you send this … You can get …

Keyword search Question

Question ID

Question ID Question

Answer
what library received

date received
what library answered

date answered



CSU Library Search

WorldCat Search API

http://xerxes.calstate.edu/fullerton/books

http://xerxes.calstate.edu/fullerton/books


LouFind: Citation Formatting, Nearby 

Libraries, WorldCat Registry, and Google 

Maps



http://library.wur.nl/WebQuery/catalog/lang/1667730

Wageningen UR Library Catalogue 

WorldCat Search API, OpenURL Registry

http://library.wur.nl/WebQuery/catalog/lang/1667730


Miami University Libraries

Citation formatting



Miami University Libraries

Citation formatting



WeRead

Search API with Language Limits



WeRead

Search API with Language Limits



WeRead

Search API with Language Limits



WorldCat in RedLaser and pic2shop

See RedLaser and the WorldCat Search and Registry APIs in action:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDv1cAYR5wcSee

RedLaser pic2shop

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDv1cAYR5wcSee


iBookshelf



Identities in Search TRLN



VuFind Reccomender Module



VuFind Recommender Module – Terminology 

Services



AskREF: QuestionPoint Knowledgebase



AskREF: QuestionPoint Knowledgebase



AskREF: Terminology Services



AskScotland: QuestionPoint Knowledgebase



Other Possibilities

• Crosslisting Print and Electronic Holdings

• Providing Journal Table of Contents

• Peer Reviewed Indicators

• Providing Information about the Author

• Providing Links to Free Fulltext

• Adding Similar Items

• Build a Catalog Search Box



Crosslisting Print and Electronic Holdings



Providing Journal Table of Contents



Peer Review Indicators



Providing Info about the Author



Providing Links to Free Full text



Adding Similar Items



Building a Catalog Search Box



More Applications !!!

• Code samples -

www.worldcat.org/devnet/wiki/SearchAPIDemos

• Application Gallery - www.oclc.org/applicationgallery/

• Demo Code –

http://www.worldcat.org/devnet/code/devnetDemos/

• Get your app in the gallery! 

Email either Karen Coombs (coombsk@oclc.org) or 

Alice Sneary (snearya@oclc.org)



Connect with other developers, 

continue the conversation

How to officially join the OCLC Developer Network?

Join the WC-DEVNET-L listserv (free!)

• Boston Mashathon Sept 23 – 24 @ Microsoft NERD

• Listserv https://www3.oclc.org/app/listserv/

• Blog http://worldcat.org/devnet/blog/

• Wiki http://worldcat.org/devnet

• Twitter http://twitter.com/oclcdevnet/

https://www3.oclc.org/app/listserv/
http://worldcat.org/devnet/blog/
http://worldcat.org/devnet
http://twitter.com/oclcdevnet/

